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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 6, 2008
Contact:
Dawn White, 843.364.5015 or dawnwhite@smokefreesc.org
ONLINE RESOURCE ADVOCATES FOR 
SOUTH CAROLINA TOBACCO PREVENTION ISSUES
COLUMBIA, SC – The South Carolina Tobacco Collaborative (SCTC) has launched a new web site at www.smokefreesc.org, providing statewide resources and updated information for health advocates, policy makers, healthcare providers, and tobacco prevention supporters.  The new site, www.smokefreesc.org, focuses on advocacy efforts for current tobacco prevention issues including support for a significant increase in the state cigarette tax, smoke-free workplaces, youth prevention efforts and cessation advancement.  

Among its many resources, the site will: serve as an information portal following state legislative progress concerning the cigarette tax and local control of smoke-free workplaces; highlight the activities of regional tobacco prevention coalitions statewide; offer cessation program listings for healthcare providers and those looking to quit smoking; and track South Carolina tobacco usage data and statistics.
The American Lung Association’s "State of Tobacco Control 2007" report faults South Carolina for its lowest-in-the-nation state cigarette tax, youth accessibility to cigarettes, lack of a statewide smoke-free workplace law and for spending far less than the recommended amount for smoking prevention programs.  Nationwide, the average per-pack cigarette tax is $1.11, but in South Carolina, the cigarette tax is only 7 cents per pack, unchanged for 31 years.

Municipalities that have passed smoke-free workplace laws include: Aiken County, Beaufort County, Bluffton, Charleston, Columbia, Greenville, Hilton Head Island, Liberty, Mount Pleasant, Sullivan’s Island, Surfside Beach – and most recently, Clemson. These twelve local laws protect more than 500,000 South Carolinians from the dangers of secondhand smoke exposure.  Over half the states in the U.S. have statewide smoke-free workplace laws in place.
About the South Carolina Tobacco Collaborative  

The South Carolina Tobacco Collaborative (SCTC) is a statewide assembly of the leading health organizations, community coalitions, and businesses committed to reducing the toll of tobacco use in South Carolina by providing resources and education on tobacco related issues to advocates, lawmakers, and concerned citizens.  For more information, please visit www.smokefreesc.org
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