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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:
Dawn A. White, (843) 364-5015 or dawnwhite@smokefreesc.org

CIGGY IS THE “BUTT TO BEAT” IN KICK BUTTS 5K
Columbia Event Promotes Tobacco Prevention in the Midlands
COLUMBIA, SC (February 21, 2008) - The South Carolina Tobacco Collaborative will host the 2nd Annual Kick Butts 5K Run / Walk on Saturday, March 29th in celebration of National Kick Butts Day. Kick Butts Day (www.kickbuttsday.org) is the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids' annual celebration of youth advocacy, leadership and activism and is an important opportunity to raise awareness about the tobacco problem and support strong tobacco prevention policies. This year’s Kick Butts 5K is very special as it is being held in memory of Chris Conner. Chris was a beloved local musician and front man for the local alt-country band The South who lost his battle with lung cancer last year.
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“Ninety percent of smokers started as teens, and in South Carolina, 7,300 children become addicted smokers every year. We still have a long way to go to keep our kids from suffering a lifetime of addiction and disease due to tobacco use,” said Renee Martin, Executive Director for the South Carolina Tobacco Collaborative. “We are responding to a need for more community opportunities that directly involve youth and raise awareness about tobacco prevention efforts.”
The Kick Butts 5K is open to runners and walkers of all abilities. Ciggy the Cigarette will be the participant for everyone to beat to the finish line. The race will start and finish in front of Earth Fare on Devine Street utilizing the “Strides for Strength” course. Awards will be given to the overall male and female finishers, as well as the top three finishers in each age group. The event starts at 8:30AM. Early registration is encouraged, and cost is $20 if received before March 27th and $25 on race day. Visit www.kickbutts5k.org to register online or call (803) 939-0088.
The South Carolina Tobacco Collaborative (SCTC) is a statewide assembly of the leading health organizations, community coalitions, and businesses committed to reducing the toll of tobacco use in South Carolina by providing resources and information on tobacco related issues to advocates, lawmakers, and concerned citizens. For more information, please visit www.smokefreesc.org.
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